Indigenous Services Canada
Ontario Joint Gathering

Reaffirming Shared Priorities in a Changing Landscape

November 25, 2025 Ambrosia Ballroom

8:00 -9:00 Breakfast & Registration

9:00 -9:30 Open MC Steve Tooshkenig
Drum Snye Creek
Prayer Elder Jane Chartrand

Welcome
Chief Claire Sault, Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation
Councillor Amos Key Jr., Six Nations of the Grand River

9:30 - 10:20 Reaffirming Shared Priorities in a Changing Landscape
Abram Benedict, Ontario Regional Chief, Chiefs of Ontario

Indigenous Services Canada Ontario Region
Lisa Westaway, Regional Executive, and Michael O’Byrne, Regional Director General

Ontario Ministry of Indigenous Affairs and First Nations Economic Reconciliation
Devin Dutt, Assistant Deputy Minister

10:20 - 10:35 Health Break/Visit Exhibitors

10:35 - 11:00 Young Leaders Address
Ontario First Nations Young Peoples Council, Chiefs of Ontario

11:00 - 12:00 New Fiscal Relationship Grant
Davy Coyle, Director, New Fiscal Relationship Grant, ISC
Donna Dodgson, Emyaa’'Wsed, Chief Executive Officer, Nipissing First Nation

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch Break/Visit Exhibitors

1:00 -1:30 Jordan’s Principle: Working Together Through Transition
Julien Castonguay, Interim Assistant Deputy Minister, Jordan’s Principle, ISC
Lisa Westaway, Regional Executive, Ontario Region, ISC

1:30 - 2:15 Respecting Responsibilities & Relationships: | Leadership During a Natural Disaster
Implementing Indigenous Stewardship Muskoka Ballroom

Ambrosia Ballroom
Chief Kakegamic, Sandy Lake First Nation
Claire McNeil, Senior Analyst, Indigenous Policy | Chief Scott, Wabaseemoong Independent
Monique Nault, National Coordinator for Nations

Indigenous Guardians

2:15-2:30 Health Break/Visit Exhibitors

2:30 - 3:00 Report from the Ontario Ministry of Long Term Care
James Stewart, Assistant Deputy Minister, Long-Term Care Capital Development Division

3:00 - 3:30 Additions to Reserve Policy Nursing Stations: Policies & Security
Ambrosia Ballroom Services

Muskoka Ballroom

Keith Conn, Assistant Deputy Minister, Lands
and Economic Development, ISC Valerie Flynn, Director of Operations, ISC
Darlene Bess, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ontario Region

Resolutions and Partnerships, CIRNA Shirley Bourdouleix, Director of Primary Care,
ISC Ontario Region

3:30-4:00 Closing Elder Jane Chartrand

Drum Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation Youth

EXHIBITORS: ISC Service Centre ® Artisans ® Anishinabek Nation ¢ Chiefs of Ontario * First Peoples Wellness Circle * GovernWise ¢
Indigenous Financial Solutions * Indigenous Primary Health Care Council * Missanabie Cree Evacuation Centre & ISN Maskwa ¢ Seven
Generations Education Institute « SFNS Trusted Source ¢ Canadian Red Cross ¢ Ontario Health, Mental Health and Addictions Centre of

Excellence « Ontario Aboriginal Lands Association ¢ University of Windsor « Thunderbird Partnership Foundation « CAMH - Shkaabe Makwa ¢
Canada Border Services Agency * Transport Canada « Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation « Canada Revenue Agency * Canadian
Food Inspection Agency * Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada « Canadian Security Intelligence Service ¢ Environment
and Climate Change Canada ¢ Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario * Federal Economic Development Agency for
Northern Ontario * Heritage Canada ¢ Housing, Infrastructure, and Communities Canada ¢ Parks Canada * Public Service and Procurement

Canada, Procurement Assistance Canada * Public Service Commission of Canada ¢ Service Canada ¢ Nishnawbe Aski Nation




Indigenous Services Canada
Ontario Joint Gathering

Reaffirming Shared Priorities in a Changing Landscape

November 26, 2025 Ambrosia Ballroom

8:00 - 9:00

Breakfast

9:00 - 9:15

Open MC Steve Tooshkenig
Drum Snye Creek
Prayer Elder Jane Chartrand

9:15 -9:20

Provincial Perspective: The Honorable Minister George Pirie
Ministry of Northern Economic Development and Growth

9:20 - 9:45

Preparing the Next Generation: Emergency Management Education
Gord Martin, Janine Landry, and Preeti Mann - Seven Generations Education Institute

9:45 -10:20

FedNor 2025-2030 Prosperity and Growth Strategy for Northern Ontario
Valerie Gideon, Deputy Minister, Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada and
President, Federal Economic Development Agency for Northern Ontario

10:20 - 10:35

Health Break/Visit Exhibitors

10:35 - 10:45

Water Blessing
Elder Edebwed Ogichidaa Val King, Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation

10:45 - 12:00

Mental Wellness & Substance Use Panel: Pathways to Healing

Krystine Abel, Director of Wellness Innovation, Shkaabe Makwa, CAMH

Kevin Lamarr, Culture & Health Equity Lead, Algonquins of Pikwakanagan First Nation
Dr. Carol Hopkins, Chief Executive Officer, Thunderbird Partnership Foundation
Ashley Smoke, Circle of Lived Experience Advisory Committee, Chiefs of Ontario

12:00 - 1:00

Lunch Break/Visit Exhibitors

1:00 - 1:30

The Future of Housing: First Nation, Government, and Academic Perspectives
Candace Bennett, Chief Executive Officer, First Nations Housing Professionals Association
Marcel Vautour, Director, Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation

Ryan Kenney, Associate Vice-President, Operations, University of Windsor

1:30 - 2:15

Near Misses: The Importance of
Immunization and Public Health Measures
Ambrosia Ballroom

Winter Roads: Present & Potential Pathways
Muskoka Ballroom

Karen Waite, Manager ISC Ontario Region
Graham Young, Manager, Ministry of Northern
Economic Development and Growth

Georgina Lentz, A/Director, Health Protection
Unit, Ontario Region, ISC

Marie Josee Levesque, Director, Primary Health
Care, Ontario Region, ISC

Dr. Claudia Sarbu, Medical Officer of Health,
Ontario Region, ISC

2:15-2:30

Health Break/Visit Exhibitors

2:30 - 3:30

Child and Family Services Reform: Planning for the Ontario Final Agreement
Finn Simard, Director of Social Services, Chiefs of Ontario

Nichole Kinzel, Director of Social Services, Nishnawbe Aski Nation

Julie Orth, Senior Director, Indigenous Services Canada

Lexie Halls, Director, Indigenous Services Canada Ontario Region

3:30 -4:15

Ministerial Address: Navigating Change Through Collaboration
Greetings from Philippe Thompson, Regional Delivery Sector, Chief Operations Officer, ISC
The Honourable Minister Mandy Gull-Masty, Indigenous Services Canada

4:15 -4:45

Closing Elder Jane Chartrand

Drum Snye Creek




