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London District Chiefs Council
(LDCC) Annual Golf Tournament

Benefiting Regional Youth Initiatives

LDCC Regional Youth Initiatives Fund Report
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Sponsorship Impact LDCC Regional Youth Initiatives Fund
Each year the London District Chiefs Council (LDCC) hosts an 2023 NAIG SPONSORED YOUTH ATHLETES

annual golf tournament where money is raised to fund regional Narliwnaang )

youth programming that directly benefits the youth in our Walpole (4) :

region. With the funds raised from the last three golf
tournaments, the LDCC Regional Youth Initiatives Fund was
able to provide financial support for athletes attending the
North American Indigenous Games (NAIG) in Halifax, Nova
Scotia from July 15 - 25, 2023.

Oneida (9) COTTFN (7)

A call for applications was released on May 18, 2023 and we
had an overwhelming response from LDCC member First Nation
youth. We were able to support all applications, which meant
that 32 athletes were provided with S350 each, to help offset
expenses associated with attending the 2023 NAIG.

Youth Athlete Highlight
Applications Received Athletes Funded* Sponsored You ete Highlights

66 | have been practicing archery
Athletes Funded By Sport since | was 9 and have looked at the

Vollevball | Basketball NAIG Archery category as one of the
% % =w

*1 Applicant that did not provide consent. Athlete was included in the stats but not within the “Athlete Highlights” section. 1

Lacrosse Baseball

Canoeing
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2023 NAIG SPORT: Baseball

66 Baseball is important to me
because | enjoy playing and being
part of a team. | want to go to NAIG
to meet new people, to show my
skills, and | look forward to this cool
experience.”

2023 NAIG SPORT: Baseball

66 | chose this sport because | grew
up watching my dad play and have
always wanted to play. | have always
made my way to the bench to be the
bat boy and now | get a turn to play. |
want to attend because | will meet
new people and friends. | will also be
able to showcase my talent and may
be seen by other coaches and given
bigger opportunities.??

2023 NAIG SPORT: Baseball

66 | have chosen this sport because
it’'s my favorite sport. | have been
playing since | was four years old, it
makes me happy playing and
meeting new teammates. | would
also like to attend the NAIG to not
only play for Ontario but to represent
Ontario.??

2023 NAIG SPORT: Baseball

66 Playing fastball has always been
a favourite sport of mine since | was
5 yearsold. | am a fastball pitcher. |
have made many friends playing on
different teams for the past 14 years.
It has taught me sportsmanship, as
someone has to win and someone
has to lose, either way | enjoy the
gamel! I've learned how to be a part

Pl
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of a team and working together. You build trust with your
teammates. | am excited to play at this level, as it will be a great

experience.”
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2023 NAIG SPORT: Baseball

66 Playing baseball is very important
to me. I've played at the AAA level for
the Sarnia Braves. Last year was a
huge highlight for playing baseball as
| got to play in the All Ontario's. Our
team lost in the championship game
but that was ok! This year | was taken
to a fastball tryout near Toronto, and

| received the message that they
offered me a spot on the team representing Ontario in the NAIG
held in Halifax in July 2023! This is my dream come true. I've
worked hard and listened to my coaches all along to be the best
| can be and now | get to represent my community! 99

66

2023 NAIG SPORT: Baseball

66 Baseball is a great sport for any
person to play. It teaches you speed,
endurance, flexibility and to rely on
others. To become a team player.
Everyone on the field has a job to do,
you have to trust they will do it, but
also forgive, if they miss. When you
are up to bat, it's you and the pitcher,
his job is to strike you

out and your job is to know when to strike. Learning the angle to
strike takes practice. Learning to watch the ball come down the
pipe also takes practice. As a pitcher, it's you and the back
catcher against the batter. You have to know what pitch to
throw down to get him to strike and strike out. That’s your job.
Baseball has so many elements to it. It's a sport that | love. In my
yard | have a pitcher’s net that stays up except for November to
March (wintertime). It’s the best thing to do when you're bored,
stressed or just want to throw some ball around and its only
you.”

2023 NAIG SPORT: Baskethall

| would like to attend NAIG
because a few years ago my older
sister was able to go to NAIG and
she had a really awesome time. She
encouraged me to try out in hopes |
would get accepted so | could share
the same experiences as her. |
decided to try out for basketball
because | have been playing for the
past few years, and I've learned that | really enjoy it.
Fortunately, | made the team, and | am super excited for this
summer.9?
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2023 NAIG SPORT: Basketball

66 | have been playing basketball
since grade 4. | continued to play
women’s basketball throughout my
high school years. | was nominated
MPV a couple of times, and we won
the Thames Valley District
Highschool Championship and went
on to play Western Ontario
Secondary School Athletic
Association (WOSSAA) and won gold. I'm looking forward to
playing for Team Ontario at the NAIG and being a part of the
Women’s Basketball team. In the fall, | will be starting post-
secondary at Fanshawe College and signed to play with the
Fanshawe College Falcons.9?

2023 NAIG SPORT: Basketball

66 | have wanted to attend NAIG D)
since | went with my aunt when | was r S
ten years old. | have also had the best . . & SLomy. ) . ‘
experiences when | play with other
Indigenous players. In my regular
league and school teams, | am
usually the only Indigenous person
on the team. | am also excited to

represent my First Nation at this event.99

2023 NAIG SPORT:

Canoe/Kayak

66 Canoeing is important to me
because it brings me closer to my
family. Every time | go canoeing, | see
my ancestors canoeing with me.

My cousin has been bringing me out
canoeing since | was young for
Deshkan Ziibing canoe nights. My cousin has been around the
world to race, she has met so many people and has had amazing
experiences. My cousin is my role model, | look up to her for
everything she does, she’s a very strong Nish woman. Every
time I’'m on the water my head is clear, all my worries go away.
My relationship with water is very important to me. Going to
NAIG is important to me because | want to meet new friends. |
want to race because canoeing feeds my spirit. | want to be with
the people, doing culture activities that connect us to our
ancestors.??
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2023 NAIG SPORT:
Canoe/Kayak

66 | ast summer | went canoe
camping and enjoyed it. My uncle
raced in this event when he was my
age, so | want to go to NAIG like he
did. | want to challenge myself, meet
new people, and see my mom’s
family from Team Alberta. | am
excited to be on Team Ontario! ??

2023 NAIG SPORT:
Canoe/Kayak

66 My chosen sport is canoeing.
Canoeing is important to me because
it’'s something that me and my family
have been doing since | was young. It
makes me feel closer to my family all
well doing a physical activity. | want
to attend the NAIG games to
experience canoeing competitively
with my family and meet new Indigenous kids from around the
province.”

2023 NAlG SPORT:
Canoe/Kayak

66 | will be competing in the
canoe/kayak events. | have been
kayaking for fun for a few years now.
| am excited to try competitive
kayaking and canoeing at NAIG. This
sport is important to me because it is
a good way for me to connect with
nature and unwind. | love being out z
on the water where it is calm and quiet. | want to attend NAIG to
be able to meet people, compete, see more of this country and
to represent my Oneida Nation, CMO area and Ontario
Indigenous Nations. ”

2023 NAlG SPORT: Lacross

66 | love lacrosse, it's a passion of
mine. It helped change my life by
keeping me focused on my health
and education. | am excited to
attend NAIG as it’s a great
opportunity to showcase my skills
and | hope it will open doors for my
future in the sport.”




LDCC Regional Youth Initiatives Fund

London District

Chiefs Council

2023 NAlG SPORT: Lacrosse

66 Lacrosse is important to me
because | have been playing since |
was 4 years old and liked being a
part of a team. | get to meet people
from all over by playing on teams
from Ontario and the U.S. | want to
attend NAIG to showcase my skills,
represent Ontario and make new
friendships.??

2023 NAlG SPORT: Lacrosse

66 Ever since | was little, I've always
been into sports. | always said yes to
any sport | was given the opportunity
to play. I'm honoured to be born as an
Indigenous person and want to be
able to represent for Indigenous
people. I'm a good sportsmanship,
leader, teammate, and I'm always on

the go and ready to win. I'm very

happy | got the opportunity to play for the NAIG and | look

forward to many more opportunities.”

2023 NAlG SPORT: Lacrosse

66 Box lacrosse is important to me
because it is a traditional sport in our
culture. It's called a medicine game
for a reason, when you play box
lacrosse or any lacrosse you feel that
you are not just playing a sport. When
you play lacrosse there is something
more to it and you can feel it when
you are out on the floor, you know

that you are playing for the entertainment of the creator. Box
lacrosse is even more important to me as a female because
women were not always given the same opportunities as men to
play the game so it's so important to me to play with my friends
especially at such a big tournament such as NAIG. Adding onto
that | want to attend NAIG because it will be an amazing
opportunity to make friends and amazing memories, while

playing a sport we all love so much.??
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2023 NAlG SPORT: Lacrosse

66 My chosen sport is Lacrosse.
Lacrosse is such an important sport
to me because it is a medicine game
given to us by the Creator. | put my
sweat, blood, and tears into this
passion of mine knowing it’s for the
people who can'’t play the game, are
not here with us today and those that
need healing. | want to go to NAIG
because | want to play this medicine game in representation of
our province, to meet new people, make new friends, and for
the experience of playing the game at a higher level and show
people what | got.”

2023 NAIG SPORT: Lacrosse

66 | have been playing lacrosse since
| was 3 years old, taking after my
brothers and sister. | followed in their
footsteps, learning the Creator’s
game and practicing my skills.
Lacrosse makes me feel good, it's a
place to express my talent. | enjoy
building new relationships with
teammates and coaches and the
bonding that occurs over the sport we all love and enjoy. | feel

like NAIG will give me the opportunity to do just that. Learning
and growing in lacrosse is one of my goals and | look forward to
the experience NAIG will provide. | will be playing with and
against some excellent athletes which will allow me to gain lots
of experience and make memories that will last a lifetime.??

2023 NAlG SPORT: Lacrosse

66 | am a young female athlete from
Bkejwanong, why | love playing
lacrosse is being it’s part of my
ancestors’ history. | enjoy every
aspect of playing the game. | have
been playing for 5 years. | started
out playing with the boys’ team and
our organization then formed a girls’
team they were older than me, but |
was able to play with them and learned and gained a lot of
experience to play at their level. | am honoured and privileged
to be able to represent my community of Bkejwanong and play
for Team Ontario U19 Lacrosse team as U17

girl, most importantly playing with all First Nation athletes
across Canada.??
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2023 NAIG SPORT: Lacrosse

66 | acrosse is important to me
because it provides a sense of
belonging and makes me feel
confident about myself and my
abilities. | know there is a deep
connection with Indigenous people
and the game; for me, its the
atmosphere. NAIG is amazing
because it provides opportunities for
Indigenous athletes to compete and creates a space for
Indigenous athletes and their communities to nation build. |
want to attend because being on a team with other Indigenous
youth is comfort, which is important to me because it highlights
on Indigenous athletes and creates connections that otherwise
likely wouldn’t be made.®?

2023 NAIG SPORT: Lacrosse

66 | acrosse is important to me
because it is part of my culture. | am
very honoured to play lacrosse as it
is a gift from Creator. | have played
lacrosse since | was 3 years old. |
play lacrosse for medicine for myself
and my family. Lacrosse has kept me
active my whole life and | really love

playing. | have been blessed to represent my Nation at the
National and World level and continue to work hard and remain
dedicated to my sport. | would very much appreciate an
opportunity to represent my Nation in NAIG as this is one stage
| have not played on yet. This would be a great opportunity to
make friends and meet other Indigenous athletes from all over
the country. | want to be able to represent my Nation and make
my community, family, and friends proud.??

2023 NAIG SPORT: Wrestling

66 | have just started wrestling this
year. | have found a very strong
connection to it. | am learning new
moves and making new friends. when
| got accepted to NAIG it filled my g
heart. The new possibilities. Learning [
curves from new coaches. The %
travelling part is an awesome bonus. :

| am also looking forward to continuing wrestling in my new
upcoming year in highschool. | have a strong d3dication to all
sports always have... but wrestling really grabbed my heart.??




London District

LDCC Regional Youth Initiatives Fund <) Chiefs Council

2023 NAIG SPORT: Softbhall

66 My chosen sport is important to
me because it’s a sport that our
community is known for and because
it's a sport my family is passionate
about. | want to attend NAIG to
compete against other Indigenous
youth and make friendships with
others who enjoy sports as much as |
do. | also want to represent my home
community and province.”

2023 NAIG SPORT: Softhall

66 Softball is a sport | choose to play
because it makes my papa happy to
watch me play because he played
when he was younger and making
him happy is fulfilling. | want to
attend NAIG because | most enjoy
playing sports against other
Indigenous youth my age and that is
when | compete the best.??

2023 NAIG SPORT: Swimming

66 Swimming is very important to me
as | have set many goals for myself
such as the Olympics. Swimming is
not just an activity | do on the side, it
is a part of my life. Competing at the
North American Indigenous Games
would mean so much to me as |
embrace my culture and ancestors.
Competing not only would be very
exciting but also honouring my ancestors and what they have
gone through.”

2023 NAIG SPORT: Volleyball

66 \/olleyball is important to me
because it is something I'm good at
and enjoy doing. | think it keeps me
active, healthy, happy and busy. |
would like to attend NAIG because |
think it would be cool and fun to
compete and meet with so many
other Indigenous people with the
same interests. ??
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2023 NAIG SPORT: Volleyball

66 The sport of volleyball has always
interested me because it is a team
sport. | enjoy being a part of a team
and the volleyball community in
Ontario. The young women that |
have grown up playing with have
developed into deep meaningful
friendships that will continue on to
my adulthood. It is important for me
to attend and compete in the North American Indigenous
games because | want Indigenous people to showcase all the
amazing athletes that we have in our communities. It is also
important to me to learn about my other brothers and sisters

from other Indigenous communities across North America?

2023 NAIG SPORT: Volleyball

66 \/olleyball has given me so much,
not only as an athlete but as a
person. It has taught me valuable
lessons in collaboration,
determination, perseverance, and so
much more. It’s given me
appreciation for myself and my
capabilities, as well as team work and
relationships. | have made incredibly
fulfilling friendships with so many people thanks to my sport.

My dedication and commitment to my sport has also kept me
focused on my goals and out of trouble. | want to attend NAIG
because | think that it is an incredible opportunity for me to
experience more in my sport and to play a different level of
competition. | also want to represent my community on a large
stage and promote young Indigenous athletes. Attending NAIG
is a great opportunity for me to continue working towards my
goal of playing post-secondary volleyball. By attending this
tournament | can invite coaches on the east coast to come
watch my games, which | wouldn’t be able to do otherwise.”

2023 NAIG SPORT: Volleyball

66 | started playing volleyball at the
young age of 11 and it is significant to
me because my family plays and |
would like to continue the tradition.
This is why | chose volleyball and it is
essential to me. | was the first young
Indigenous person from my
community to actively promote and
play competitively. | would like to
attend NAIG to gain recognition from scouts for potential future
chances with colleges and universities. Additionally, | like
meeting new people from across Turtle Island.®?

10



